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ADVERTISEMENT. 


E writer of the following pages is ap- 

prehenfive, that he may 2 thought too 
arch or impertinent, in undertaking to ob- 
trude his own opinions upon the public, in op- 
Pofition to thoſe of one great branch of the legi- 
flative body of the Kingdom; but he is per- 
ſuaded that the ſlighteſt bints and moſt fu er fi 
cial obſervations, eſpecially where the ſubjett is 
of fuch univerſal concernment, may probably. 
tend to excite others of greater Fr Rate and 
legal knowledge, to enquire more cloſely into the 
grounds and reaſons of the lau, which is to be 
founded upon theſe Reſolutions of the Houſe of 
Commons. 

It muſt be noted, that theſe remarks were 
put together in much hurry, and inſtantly ſent 
to the preſs, for it was thought if they could 
be of any uſe it muſt be from their ſpeedy pub- 
lication ; it 1s to be hoped then, that a.favour- 
able allowance will be made for any defetts in 

point of method, or expreſſion ; and in truth 
7 Remarker cannot make himſelf ſure that he 
hath not miſunderſtood, or at leaft not preciſely 
Wh act ſome part of the Reſalutions-; — 
7 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


this reſpect alſo he hopes for indulgence, andeſ- 
pecially when be declares, that he ſhould not 
have taken up the pen at this time, and 

this ſubject, but from a belief that the intended 
lau, will contribute rather," to augment, than 
to alleviate the general diſtreſſes of the unfor- 
tunate poor.--- At the ſame time he is led to 
think, that this law being planned upon ſo large 
a ſtale, it will be very difficult in its execution, 
and inpracticable upon any æconomical prin- 
„ 5 | 
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Upon the Reſolutions of the HouszE 


or Couuoxs with reſpect to 


the POOR, Cc. 


DLVide Reſolution 1.) J HAT the laws relat- 

| | ing to the poor of 
this Kingdom are ineffectual to every good 
purpoſe, that could be wiſhed, is an allowed 
truth, but then theſe laws are of ſo mixed 
and ſocomplicated a nature, and the objects of 
them make up ſo conſiderable a part of the 
body of the people ; and beſides, ſuch is the 
dearneſs of all the neceſſaries of life, ſuchis the 
encreaſing luxury of the times, and the pre- 
vailing ſpirit of liberty, it is to be feared 
that the propoſed, and indeed perhaps any 
other material alteration of theſe laws, may 
be productive of greater miſchiefs than it is 
defigned to remove. 


V. R. 2.] In fmall Pariſhes or Towg- 
ſhips, workhouſes are rarely found to be 
neceſſary, or uſeful : the poor are kept at a 
leſs expence at their own homes, where they 
are better reconciled to their condition, and 
— 1% | Per- 


neighbours. 


(6) 


perhaps are of more benefit to the commu- 
nity at large. In this fituation too they re- 
ceive occaſional comfort by public doles or 
charities, and if they are honeſt and induſtri- 


. ous, they ſeldom fail of meeting with ſome 


- 
. 


little affiſtance from their well - diſpoſed 


V. R. z.] It is certain that very large 
ſums are annually expended in the relief of 
the poor, but is it equally certain that this 


- ariſes ſo much from a defect in the laws 


now in being as from a want of a proper and 
Judicious exertion of them ? This, however 
may be in general obſerved, that the money 
which is now raiſed for the maintenance of 
the poor is circulated in the places to which 
they belong, or in which they reſide, and 
the inhabitants reap the advantage thereby. 
The ſupportof every government by taxes, 


&c. may be deemed a grievous, and perhaps 


an encregſing burthen ; but then the neceſſi- 


ties of the common-weal mult be conſulted. 
37 R. 4 When it is here aſſerted, that 


a conſiderable part of the money raiſed for 


the relief of the poor is expended in ſup- 


porting litigations concerning ſettlements, 


ſome facts were ſurely ſtated as a ground for 


the Committee to form ſuch a reſolution as 
this z but it might not be a difficult matter 
to ſhew, that ſuch a ſum of money is not 
a "oy fo 
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ſo expended as to render the interpoſition of 
the legiſlature on tit account, at all neceſ- 
ſary, and eſpecially when it ny to bring about 
a fundamental change in the preſent ſyſtem 
of our poor laws—laws confirmed by long 
experience, and eſtabliſhed by e! ' 
precedents. 

Appeals to the Court of King's Bench will 
be found not to be ſo frequent, or ſo very 
formidable in their conſequences, as we are 
taught to believe, for whoever will be at the 
trouble of looking into that moſt valuable 
book, Sir James Burrow's Series of the 
deciſions of the Court of King Bench upon 
Settlement Ca ſes, will find, that no more 
than 21 queſtions of this kind, were agitated | 
in that Court, within the ſpace of 40 years; 
that is, about five caſes, one year with ano- 
ther, throughout England and Wales. To 
think of calculating what ſum might be an- 
nually ſaved by each townſhip in the King-' 
dom, even granting that the new law would 
actually annul every application in future to 
the above Court, muſt be allowed to be a 
ridiculous attempt, the ſum would amount 
to ſo trifling a matter. | 

Appeals to the Courts of Quarter Seffions 
are certainly attended with expence, but not- 
ſuch as to create any great alarm, for the 
doctrine of ſettlements, being now ſo clearly 
explained and ſo generally underſtood, theſe 
"eG are eee inſtituted for the pur- 


1 


certained, 


(&) 


| P and not 
— of. the However, 


if it was a matter of great moment, tha 


number of ſuch appeals might be af- 
by having recourſe to the ſeveral 


Records. belonging to theſe Courts of Quar- 


ter Seſſions in every part of the Kingdom, 


A Juſtice: of the Peace for the County of 


Tancuſter, ſometime ago informed me, that 
he believed, (for he could not then ſpeak po- 


ſitively about the matter) that large County 
would not, communibus annis, produce many 
more than twenty appeals in a year, and it 


is queſtionable whether there are more than 
| — that number in the whole e. Riding 


of Yorkſpire, in the ſame ſpace of time; hence 

en, from an application of this eſtimate 
to the reſt of the Kingdom, it may be aſked, 
Where is the mighty public grievance ?. Is 
it ſuch a one as to have any weight to induce 
the Parliament of England to attempt ſo 
eſſential a change in the law as is in com 
templation at this time? But after all, if 
Pariſhes will ignorantly or wilfully ſtir up 
or defend improper ſuits, it is at their own 
peril, they only are for the moſt part the 


ſufferers, and the ublick in eral have 
little to Ho with i A; | 9 


[V. R. 5.] Was there no. provifion unde. 
the Soda . for the infant poor, the pro- 
be ety of this reſolution would be indiſputa- | 
le. 


Wat great good can Polibly accrue 
to 


121 


to the publick from the labour of children 
under ſeven years of age? What  employ- 
ment can be adapted to the ſtrength and ca- 
pacity of ſuch tender years? And when 
they actually do arrive at the full age of ſe- 
ven years, the power that is already lodged 
in churchwardens and overſeers of the poor, 
_ the conſent of two juſtices of the peace 
„ ſuch poor children, is — 
means of providing for them. The 
— are the moſt competent judges, 
and it is their intereſt to diſpoſe of | theſe 
children in a proper manner, and to ſee they 
are inſtructed and maintained in their ſervice. 
There are beſides in many pariſhes, charita- 
ble bequeſts, and donations, ſecured under 
proper guardians and truſtees, for the ſpecial 
pu of 1 or educating poor 
children, or binding them as nor, to 
huſbandmen, artificers, manu acturers, and 
ſeal. like. | 


. R. 6. It is an inconteſtable 3 
that if diſputes about ſettlements and remo- 
vals of the poor could be prevented, the ex- 

attending ſuch litigations might be 

ſaved; but he muſt be poſſeſſed of an uncom- 
mon degree of. foreſight and diſcernment, 
who'can undertake'ts demonſtrate that the 
intended law will have this effect. Yet if 
this ſhould really be the caſe, will it not be 
likely to produce a variety of other diſputes, 
| of 


610) 
of a more expenſive and troubleſome nature ? 
The latter part of this reſolution ſeems to 
throw an oblique reflection upon the ten- 
dency of the certificate act, and to intimate 
that the propoſed law would be in part a 
tacit repeal of that act. But however, ſome 
gentlemen may wiſh to have this law ex- 
punged from the ſtatute-book, there are 
others, who with equal confidence, maintain 
it to be founded in great wiſdom, and to 
be generally advantageous, as well to the 
publick as to the poor themſelves. But, if 
upon an application made to two juſtices of 
the peace by any perſon to whom a certifi- 
eate was refuſed, ſuch juſtices ſhould be em- 
powered to ſummon pariſh officers, and 
upon hearing both parties to order ſuch cer- 
tificate to be granted, or not, as they ſaw, 
moſt convenient, the main objections made 
to this act might be remove. 


[V. R. 7. 8.] In conſequence of the for- 
mer reſolution, we here ſee the general ſenſe 
of the committee, namely, That the eſta- 
bliſhing of county workhouſes will be the 
molt eaſy and effectual method of maintain 
ing and employing the poor. This then is 
the important queſtion, a queſtion of ſuch 
compaſs and conſequence, that it requires 
the moſt ſerious and attentive conſideration. 
Whatever may be ſuppoſed to be the ſpirit 
and intention of the 43d of Queen 8 
CY obs there 


En) 


there ſeems to be no neceſſity to have a re- 
troſpect to that ſtatute, it will be ſufficient 
if we obſerve upon the ſubſequent reſoluti- 
ons as they ariſe in their order before us. 


[V. R. q.] In the eſtabliſhment of a great 
national police as this may be called, every 
nerve of government ſhould be exerted: to 
render it as complete as poſſible, and for this 
end it is highly proper to enquire into the 
conſtitution, &c. of the publick workhouſes 
herein ſpecified : and beſides, another great 
purpoſe may be anſwered, that if a minute 
and ſpirited enquiry is ſet on foot, a detec- 
tion and redreſs of any abuſes: that may have 
crept into theſe houſes, will probably. take 
place. IF 'þ 


[V. R. 10.] It is very proper, that thoſe 
who contribute moſt to the ſupport of the 
r, ſhould be the perſons who have the 

ſt right to be truſted with the execution 
of the new law; but if every man of 1 ol. 
per ann. ſhall think proper to attend the ge- 
neral meetings, and eſpecially upon the com- 
mencement of this law (and ſurely ſuch at- 
tendance will at that time be altogether ne- 
ceſſary) we may eaſily figure to ourſelves the 
difficulty, if not the impoſſibility of having 
buſineſs properly diſpatched, in ſo confuſed. 
a throng: would it not therefore be adviſa- 


ble, that a committee of gentlemen of 
| | known 


6129) 


known abilities, integrity and 1 pirit, ſhould 
at the firſt meeting, 8 elected 10 the pur- 
pole of maturely conſidering a buſineſs of 
tuch prodigious moment? and then might it 
not be proper to report their opinions to the 
general aſſembly, at a convenient time, who 
will be at liberty to take their meaſures ac- 
cordingly 2 But here another difficulty will 
naturally ariſe, where will a tudes th of 
_ gentlemen be found willing (for furely in a 
matter of this ſort, no good effect can poſſi- 
bly follow to oblige gentlemen). to undertake 
the arduous taſk ? To form, digeſt and exe- 
cute the very ground-work of this buſineſs, 
mult be the reſult of "infinite labour, and 
expence of time and thought. | 
But if it ſhould happen that this mode of 
providing for the poor by its novelty, or ap- 
parent publick good, 2 induce gentlemen 
to engage warmly in i ts ſupport yet, thoſe 
who have paid the leaſt attention to the event 
df many publick inſtitutions, will find ſome 
reaſon to believe, that county workhouſes, 
tho eſtabliſhed under the higheſt authority, 
and guarded by the ſtrongeſt aces, will be 
likely in the end, either to fink into utter 
key or to fall into the hands of jobbers 
and contraQors, who alone will profit at. the 
publick expence. 
When the F oundling Hoſpital was firſt "A 
on foot, it met with the countenance and 


pro- 


( 13 ) 
otection of all ranks of people; tlie 2 
ſounded its encomium, and the 
employedin holding forthits utility — 
out the land; it was nurſed with the ſmiles. 
of royal favour, whilft the publick treaſure 
of the kingdom was laviſned in its ſ 3 
but alas 2 had its daß! —_ | 
The Hoſpital at Ackworth in Yorkſbire, 
would very probably have been diffolved be- 
fote its time, had it not been for the zeal 
and benevolence of ſome neighbouring gen- 
tlemen, who were its original ſupporters; 
for at laſt it becante isses to the 
attendance of truſtees, even to paſs the very 
accounts. And if this was the caſe with a 
charitable foundation, where the objects of it, 
being helpleſs innocents, very little trouble. 
or attention on the part of the truſtees was: 
required, what may be expected to be the 
fate of an undertaking of fo complex a na- 
ture as the conduct of theſe county work 
houſes muſt neceſſariſy be? For who are to 
be the occupĩers of theſe houſes ? Perſons of 
all ages, ſexes, conſtitutions and climates: 
the old and the young, the blind and thie 
decrepid, ideots and lunaticks, the diſſulute 
and the diſtempered poor. But if the eyes 
of the governors ſhould be thought leſs ne- 
to be directed to the internal &@cono- 
my of the houſe, it muſt be allowed that 
there will be ſufficient employment from 
en To E to raiſe, and _ : 
- 


(14) 
the aſſeſſments, the conſtant trouble of liqui- - 
dating the charge of 1 the caſual 
poor, to controll the autho at is to be 
given to the guardians, to reconcile the con- 
trary and claſhing intereſts and opinions of 
dians and overſeers; and moſt of all 
the infliction of penalties and puniſhments, 
n governors, guardians, overſeers, &c. 
for neglect of duty; all theſe will be found 
matters of perpetual and perplexing difficul- 
and tho governors ſhould be armed 
with the full powers of the magiſtrate, and 
with every inclination to do their duty, and 
a perfect knowledge of it; yet they are not 
bound to poſſeſs the patience and perſeverance 
of philoſophy: nor can it be expected their 
vrhole leiſure 3 _ RN" ns to a 7 
_ of this kind. 6 | 
* Roby ] By this reſolution . perceive. 
that a new ſet of officers are to be appointed, 
called guardians of the poor: but can theſe be 
conſidered in any other light than as an ad- 
ditional number of overſeers for every town- 
? who will be more likely to clog and 
confound every buſmeſs, than in any way to 
| continents! ii * or b N 


7 R. 12. 1 A iter arſe clerk; a ber 
and matron, muſt of conſequence be appoint- 
ed to ſuperintend and regulate every family, 

which is to conſiſt of ſo promiſcuous a mul 
titude; but at the ſame time it ought not to 


be 
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be forgotten, to make very aniple proviſion 
for „5 r Targa ſchoolmaſters, 
nurſes and attendants of all kinds, nor ſhould 
any one of theſe houſes be unprovided. with 

1 (if indeed ſuch a one can be 
bennd. who will content himſelf with being 
daily convetſant with ſuch a variety of 
wretchedneſs, ) as the unhappy tenants will aſ- 
ſuredly want every ſupply of ſpiritual conſo- 
lation; and it cannot be reaſonably expected 
that the miniſtersof the ſeveral pariſhes where 
ſuch workhouſes may happen to be placed, 
ſhould have this charge thrown upon them. 


[V. R. 14 The condition of the poor 
perſons mentioned in this reſolution is of it+ 
ſelf truly deplorable: unhappy generally are 
ſuch, to be taken from their own homes, 
and placed in workhouſes even in their own 
pariſhes, where yet probably they may have 
ſome few friends, or little connexions; but 
to be hurried away to a conſiderable diſtance, 
to be doomed; for ever to affociate with 
ſtrangers, and thoſe, the moſt; miſerable of 
their fellow- creatures, beings for the, moſt 
part of diſtempered bodies, and too often 
ferocious minds; a company, whoſe calami- 
ties muſt neceſſarily be multiplied and en- 
| hanced by their mutual ſufferings and com- 
plaints; the idea is too melancholy to dwell 
upon! the mind recoils at wg a the ĩima- 
a es | ot Shue); 2 

| ut 
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But the opinion of that very eminent 
fon; "Fargo 1B Blackftone will ſtand — 
place of a thouſand 2 — where 
ſpeaking of the practice of accumulating the 
poor in one 3 workhouſe (and by this 
| he alludes only to parochial workhouſes, 
which ſurely are much Heſs liable to theſe 
objections than county workhouſes) he ſaith 
It tends: ro diſtre all Homeftic conntwions, 
{the only Frlicitylaf the bunzſt and induſtrious, 
| the fober und dil. gent pon 
a level in point f er irh 0 
e are Aſolute and ils. pitt 


* N. 14.) It — this reſblütion, 
r odged ſolely in 
two guardians, of — — are pro- 
per objects to be maintained as caſually neceſ- 
„and to receive e relief in theit 
own pariſhes, but hen it is notorious, that 
pariſh offieers (and really hom can theſe fort 
of guardians be conſidered as any thing 
more 7) are frequently actuated by pique er 
rejudice;"that they are either inattentive 

or ignorant of theff duty, or pe | 
ſomething worſe; will it be prudent to ve 
poſe fo great a confidence in men of this 

plexien ? and it! ppen that when 
a perſon Thall in their eſtimation be found 
guilty of poverty, he will be | fotturidte e. 
neugh, if he eſcapes being immured n a 
1 for life. The poor at preſent are 


in 


8 
in good hands; juſtices of the peace are their 


Id enough to ſay, that the magiſtrates of 
this country (nor ought it to be ſuppoſed 
that ox are different in any other) will be 
always found acting upon diſintereſted and 
liberal principles; they will be found neither 
afraid nor aſhamed to do their duty, (and 
_ eſpecially in the execution of the poor laws) 
with an humanity, diſpatch and firmneſs, 
becoming the miniſters of juſtice; | 


IV. R. 13, 16, 757 What was remarked 
under the Fifth Reſolution; will in a great 
meaſure be applicable to theſe ; howeyer, I 
beg to obſerve here, that although the Go- 


prone guardians and protectors; and Iam 


vernours of the Hoſpital at Achworth took 


eyery neceſſary precaution, to diſpoſe of the 
children, as apprentices to proper perſons, 
yet it was impoſſible for them to do it : they 
had the mortification to ſee a great number 
of theſe unhappy objects, again, literally, ex- 
poſed and gſerted. | | 
[V. R. 18.] Here then we find, that the 
authority which is now ptoperly . given to 
' Juſtices of the Peace, of allowing the ac- 
cotints of Overſeers, is to be transferred to 
tuo Guardians, who from the reaſons ſtated 


under R. 14. muſt be held to be very in- 


competent judges of the matter. 
e B R. 19. 


(18) 
12 R. 10 ] If the preceding Reſolutions 
are paſſed into a law, the butineſs here al- 


luded to will follow of courſe. 


LV. R. 20.] If it be thought . to 
inveſt the Governours with the authority of 
Juſtices of the Peace, there ſurely ought to 


be a reſervation of an N elſewhere. 


[7. R. 21.) As we are not inſtructed in 
what manner this application for aſſeſſments 
is to be made to the Courts of Quarter Seſ— 
ſions, whether by the Governours, or by 
the reſpective Pariſhes, one cannot form any 
clear judgment of the propriety, or neceſſity 
of this application: the preſent mode of 
procuring aſſeſſments ſeems to be adequate 
to every neceſſary purpoſe. This however 


is certain, that the method of keeping ac- 


counts and of laying aſſeſſments in many 


country pariſhes, is fo very inaccurate and 


ale. and, to obferve nothing of the 


frauds, or concealments that may poſſibly 
ariſe in ſtating the real quantum of ſuch aſ- 
ſeſſments for Wo laſt ſeven years, it will hard- 


ly be in the power of Juſtices of the Peace, 
at any quarter ſeſſions to diſpatch this ſingle 
buſineſs with any ſatisfaction; but moſt of 
all will every. -pariſh think themſelves con- 
cerned to take ſpecial care, that the bench 


may be fully informed of the true ſtate of 


their rates, yet ſo Fan only 3 as may 
| be 
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be neceſſary to exonerate themſelves, and 
ho can this be poſſibly effected but by the 
mediation of Counſel learned in the law? 
and as one ground of the repeal of the pre- 
ſent poor laws is for the good purpoſe of 
preventing expenſive litigations, will not 
the frequent applications to the ſeſſions that 
are required in this buſineſs of the aſſeſſments 
only, be likely to draw an expence upon 
pariſhes, much more than enough to coun- 
ter balance every other that can poſſibly 
ariſe, from ſuits reſpecting ſettlements ?- 


[Y.R.22.] It is not eaſy to conceive what 
end can be anſwered by giving the Juſtices 
at the ſeſſions a power to ſpect the quarter- 
ly accounts: the Governours are the only 
competent judges of them. The production. 
of theſe accounts here, cannot furely be 
meant for the purpoſe of having them re- 
corded in the rolls of the ſeflions. =» 


[Y.R. 23.] Let us ſuppoſe, and the /up- 
o/ation ſeems not to be an unfair one, that 
ſuch average ſum ſhould not prove to be 
equal to the neceſſary expences; how is the 
refidue to beraiſed ? by public benefactions, 
or pentianentary tf 

And here it may not be impertinent toaſæ 
another queſtion, whether the'caſua/ poor 
are to be ſupported out of the average ſum 
hereby ſpecifted; or by a diſtinct rate within 
each pariſh ? | 5 [V. R. 
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qualified as governours, whether the law ſhall = 
be executed or not; it may with equal rea- 
ſon, be ſubmitted to them, to proportion 


(-0) 
IV. R. 24.] It is hardly probable that 


there is any pariſh where the average ſum 


will be likely to exceed four ſhillings in the 
pound, of the annual bond fide value, of the 


eſtates there; but if this is a fact, it ſeems 
_. reaſonable that ſuch pariſh ſhould be eaſed 


in ſome way or another : and indeed as the 
charge of maintaining the pooris now wholly 
thrown upon the landed property, would it 
be unjuſt to expect, when ever a reviſion of 
the poor laws may happen to take place, 
that the perſonal egflates ſhould be made 
aſſeſſable to this neceſſary ſupport of the 


ILV. R. ag.] This needs no comment. 

E . 26.) If the preceding reſolutions 
be ſubſtantiated by ſuch facts, and ſupported 
by ſuch proofs as to induce the wiſdom of 


Parliament to form them into a law, why 


ſhould this law be ſubject to a partial ope- 
ration ? Why not univerſally take place? 


. B. 27.] When, it is left to the dige - 


tion of two parts in three of the perſons 


the number of the county workhouſes, for 
how can theſe be properly limited, previous 
ty the paſting of the a F full Pee 
hs dat certainly 


* 
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certainly ſhould be given to the governours 
to borrow money, where an enormous ſum 
will be wanting ; and as the ſucceſs of the 
ſcheme may be very doubtful, very ſtrong 
en ſhould be provided for the lenders. 


IV. K. 28. The propriety: of Wis refolu- 
tion is evident enough. | 2 


l R. 29.] Unleſs a ner of gentle- 
men will 5 up a fixed reſolution of attend- 
ing the meetings regularly, (and they muſt 

be willing for ſome time at leaſt, to devote 

the labour of a week in every month to the 
buſineſs) this eftabliſhment cannot be upheld 
as it ought to be; for from an obligation 
upon gentlemen to do their duty, under a 

nalty; or by a proxy, the buſineſs will be 
found to be imperfectly hurried over. 


IV. R. 20.] The vagrant act hath now 
ſubſiſted upwards of thirty years, yet every 
propoſal of explaining and amending this, 
and indeed any other law, ſhould have its 
due weight : but it is not ſuggeſted by the 
committee what the explanations or amend- 
ments are meant to be. It feems to ariſe 
from the want of vigour in the execution of 
the law, that the practice of begging hath not 
been long fince repreſſed. For every fubje&t 
is ſo far armed with the authority w + peace 
_— that he can without any warrant, ap- 

prehend 


— — — 
— — — — — — 2 
4 


J 


( 22 ) 


prehend and deliver to a magiſtrate, en 
. mene d 01 


5 But whilſt perſons are e found 2 to 5 
influenced by good motives, or prevailed 


upon by importunity, to extend their relief, 


beggars will be always found. Beſides, there 
are ſuch numbers of diſcharged ſoldiers, and 
ſea-faring men, Iriſh and Scotch, and others 
whoſe ſettlements cannot be eaſily diſcover- 
ed, as alſo the wives, and children of ſuch; 

there are many too Who being lawfully 
drawn from their homes, have the misfor- 
tune to fall i into want, or ſickneſs; theſe or 
moſt of theſe, muſt of courſe be paſſed away 
as vagrants; county workhouſes cannot be 
meant for their reception. It is chiefly from 
the apprehenſion and conveyance of vagrants 
of this ſort, that ſo much money is annually 
ſpent in every county, and which is not 


1 5 in any great e to be prevented. 


. R. 3 1. As there are in moſt parts 4 
1 land, Bakwel and | Houſes 'of Gorrec- 
tion 8 erected, and which muſt conti- 
nue for the ſecurity of perſons charged with 
felony, breaches of the peace, miſdemean- 
ours, &c. what neceſſity will there be for 
other priſons as appendages to the general 
workhouſes ? Theſe very workhouſes alone 
will be found to create a general diſguſt and 
3 n the lower claſs of the 


* %E N Peco 


N 


people : but their ſuſpicions will certainly 


be heightened, when it is found that Houſes 


Correction are to be annexed as a neceſſary 
part of the new eſtabliſhment ; will they not 


be ready to conclude that the æra of ſlavery _ 


is at hand? 


V. R. 32.] It is ſuppoſed that this Re- 
ſolution hath been fully complied with, and 


that the members of the houſe, and parti- 


cularly thoſe who are foremoſt in promoting 
the new law, & are in full poſſeſſion of every 
information relative to the ſubject: however, 


an eſtimate is here ſubjoined of the expences 


that are ſuppoſed to attend a ſingle publick 


workhouſe.” But this eſtimate is not ſet up, 


as being ſo exact as it ought to be; it perhaps 
doth not rate every thing at the greateſt ex- 

tent, nor may iy minute article be poſ- 
ſibly brought into the account. 8 


, 


* And here it would be diſreſpectful not to obſerve, that 


tleman, Mr. GIL IIR T, Member of Parliament for Litchfield, 
for his conftant aſſiduity in promoting every law that may be 
of general ſervice ; and who is at this time earneſt in his 


wiſhes to render the poor laws as extenſively uſeful as it is 


poſũble. 
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the publick is under the higheſt obligations to one Gen- 
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The expence of buying) 
ground and building a 
workhouſe to contain | 
600 grown-up. perſons 
of both n 100 
children, with an infir- 

ary, houſe of correc- |. 
tion, and every other 400: ©: © 
neceflary convenience, | 
with the furniture of the | 
whole, may be eſtimated 

at the ſum of 8, oool. 
which at 51. per cent. ; 
per annum, will be 8 
Maſter & Matron, 1 ; . 


ing included - : 


- es, 
6 — 2 


aplain = - 50 126 
Cle: s; Treaſurer, Scheel. 1 
Maſter and Miſtreſs, and 1 
neceſſary Servants; not br 35 t 81 0 
being paupers = 
Annua expences in pv 
ing and repairing beds, 8 
covetlets, e 1 4s N 
reckoned at 3 50 beds J 
Alſo annual | repairs 
| buildings, furniture, i as: 33 2 0 2 0 
tenſils, &c. 
| | Surgeon, Apothecary and} 1 . 


drugs, &c. ihe ye 
- , Funerals, and occulictial | 
child births, FRO at J 


£955: 


— 


20: 0: 0 
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N. B. Of the objects that theſe 8 
Wil neceſſarily contain, there muſt be 
numbers conſtantly fick and diſeaſed: — 
as vagrants will be ſo frequently ſent there, 
who are rarely free from ſome complaint 
or other; nay further, as it is by theſe that 
the ſeeds of the petechial fever are generally 
carried into, or kept alive in our priſons, no 
certain rate can be made of the expences of 


apotheraries, &c.— it will n be avery 


heavy article. 
An Eftimate of Chathing, &c. One Man, 


for a Year. 


coat, waiſtcoat and 
; breeches, and hat | 
Two ſhirts, and thread - 5: 
Two pair of ſtockings, 28. J 


Cloth and trimming for 
4 11 4 


4d. two handkerchiefs, 
1 Zach 
Shoes and ſoaling - = 0: 


Waſhing, at one farthing N | 
per week; or one ſhilling r O: 11 6 
e i e re. 

5 271 


An Eſtimate of Chathing, Sc. One Woman, 


for a Tear. 


Handkerchiefs, is. 3d. % 
two ſhifts & thread, 5s. 
7 *, SE 


Four caps, 1s. 1d. two | . 
e 


6026 WM 
A pair of ſtays or boddice, ] | * Me J. 2D. 
| 4 T 


at 58. each, one to ſerve | 

three years, in one ear is 
Two aprons, 1s. 6d. two )* 

pair of ſtockings, 28. 40 


** 
ey 
4» 

9 0 
* 


2 * 


947 8 
Shoes and ſoaling . 
Two petticoats, 5 ons-hatf ny WG * 
yards, at 1s 3d per yard} * 3 
an gown or jacket 8 
aſhing, at one farthing 
per week, or one mulling "WF 


3 F 


2 
— 
* 

a IS 
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J g 
N. B. The above materials, checially 
the' aprons and gowns, are ſtated to be o 
coarfeſt ſtuff, and to be made as 3 as 
PoE but to "be decent on a Sunday at 
eaſt, there may be a CNET of 32 a few 
BE for each woman apnually. 
ent of houſe, repairs, ſer- f 
a LEE 0: 0 
Ploathing of 600 grown) | | 
- up perſons, reckoned at 81 8 
an average at 11. 75 each 787 
per annum 
Keeping 600 perſons at 28 
44d per week, or rated 680 K 0 
at bl. a year each — 
100 children keeping, „ 
» cloathing, &e. at 3]. — 5 
II. per er: 7 


*Y S — — 
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1 
No notice being taken in the preceding 
eſtimate of the earnings of the ſeveral pau- 
pers, it may be obſerved, that the prime 
coſt of the materials for making cloaths, 
ſhoes, &c. are only reckoned ; perhaps there 
may generally be paupers to make them up. 
As to any profit from a cloth or linen ma- 
nufactory, to be carried on in the houſe, 
very little can be expected; labour of all 
kinds is at a low rate; the expences of too 
and materials, of taking in, giving out, and 
ſuperintending the work, will be very great, 
but moſt of all, the work in theſe places be- 
ing imperfectly finiſhed, will ſeldom prove 
a ſaleable commodity : for theſe and other 
reaſons, except in the trifling article of ſpin- 
ning, and that only in ſome ſituations, no 
advantage can well ariſe from the labour of 
theſe Pampers perhaps indeed they may 


occaſionally 5 upon the roads, or as 
labourers elſewhere ; and yet many great 
inconveniences will be found to attend this 
ermiſſion of going to work out of the houſe. 
The women who are healthful, being like- 
ly to find full employment in managing the 
| different houſehold buſineſſes, A_ | 
baking, and making the beds, in attending 
young children, in making and mending the 
cloaths of the family, and maſt of all, in 
Waiting upon the ſick and diſabled, very 
little value can be ſet upon their earnings. 
Baut if it is till contended, that the labour 
of the paupers may produce conſiderable 


* 28 0 


profit; it will appeat that no charge is here 
rated for conveying paupers to and from 
the houſes ; for reinſtating ſuch in their own 
pariſhes, who 1 may be thought to be able to 

Yrovide for themſelves, by quitting the 

ouſe : Nothing is reckoned for apprentice- 
fees with, the children, or cloathing them 


_ afreſh when they are ſo apptenticed. Be- 


ſides, it muſt be an additional charge to 

ariſhes, from their officers being obliged ſo 
Fpcndy to attend the houſe, the juſtices, 
the ſeſſions, &c. nor can it be aſſerted that 
the new law will totally cut of all litigation 
about ſettlements, or prevent baſtardy, 
Which often draws a great expence u 
pariſhes, in bringing the Parties to juſtice, 
and defending appeals. 


As to the maintenance of the caſual poor, it 


hath been found in many places, and at par- 
ticular ſeaſons, to amount to as great a fum 
as was ex nded upon the poor in a Paro⸗ 
chial LE e a 

But, if after all that hath been aid. the 


| thftitution of County Workhouſes may ſtill 


be thought to be the beſt plan, upon which 
the poor can be provided For; one may al- 
moſt venture to hazard a conjecture, that a 
greater annual ſum will be wanting for this 
purpoſe alane, in the Weſt-Riding of York- 
fire, than the landtax will produce, at 
four ſhillings in the pound; nor need we 
to take the external policy of che houſes inte 


this account, 651 
— N D. 


